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Big Idea

Constantine creates a “New Rome”

Essential Question

How did Constantinople become a rich and 
powerful city?
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Words To Know

Cultural Diffusion – the exchange of ideas, customs, goods 

and technologies among cultures.

The Great Schism – The official split between the Roman 

Catholic and Byzantine Churches, which occurred in 

1054.

Let’s Set The Stage…

Constantinople was an ancient city in modern-day Turkey that’s now 
known as Istanbul. First settled in the seventh century B.C.E., 
Constantinople developed into a thriving port thanks to its good 
geographic location between Europe and Asia and its natural harbor. In 
330 A.D., it became the site of Roman Emperor Constantine’s “New 
Rome,” a Christian city of great wealth and magnificent architecture. 
Constantinople stood as the center of the Byzantine Empire for the next 
1,100 years, enduring periods of great fortune and horrific wars, until 
being overrun by the Ottoman Empire in 1453.
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The Roman Empire is Divided
The western and eastern parts of the Roman Empire drifted apart 
in the fourth century.

WESTERN EMPIRE
Medieval Europe

EASTERN EMPIRE
Byzantine Europe

As invasions increased, the western Roman Empire finally fell to 
Germanic invaders in 476 CE. 

Even though the western province collapsed, the eastern province 
survived and grew into the great Byzantine Empire. 

WESTERN EMPIRE
Medieval Europe

EASTERN EMPIRE
Byzantine Europe
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Constantinople
In 330, the Roman emperor Constantine I declared a new capital 
for his empire. The ancient Greek city of Byzantium was chosen as 
the New or Second Rome.

The citizens renamed the city Constantinople in honor of their 
ruler. It became the greatest city of the medieval world.
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The Crossroads of Europe
Constantinople was located at the crossroads of Europe 
and Asia; between the Aegean and Black Seas.

The Crossroads of Europe

Constantinople was a key trade route linking Europe and 
Asia.

As Europe’s busiest marketplace they sold silk from China, 
wheat from Egypt, gems from India and spices from Asia.
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Blending of Cultures
The Byzantine Empire help to promote a blending  of 
ancient Greek, Roman and Christian influences with other 
traditions of the Mediterranean world.

Religion

Constantinople also became one of the great centers of 
Christianity.
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Religious Division
The Eastern and Western parts of the Byzantine Empire 
both followed Christianity, but had different beliefs.

Religious Division
East West

Pope controlled Church affairs. Byzantine Emperor controlled 
Church affairs.

Clergy could not marry Clergy married

Latin was the language of the 
Church

Greek was the language of the 
Byzantine Church

Observed Christmas with 
importance

Christmas, not that important

Byzantine Christians rejected 
the Pope’s authority over all 

Christians.
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The Great Schism
During the Middle Ages, the two branches of Christianity drew 
further apart.

By 1054, after many disputes (little schisms) between East and 
West, including the use of holy images (icons), eastern and western 
Christianity separated.

This split became known as the Great Schism.

The Byzantine Church became known as the Eastern or Greek 
Orthodox Church and western part of the empire became known 
as the Roman Catholic Church.
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Essential Question Answered

How did Constantinople become a rich and 
powerful city?

The Roman emperor Constantine I declared a 
new capital for his empire, which became 
known as Constantinople.

Constantinople was located at the crossroads 
of Europe and became a center of trade. Silk 
from China, wheat from Egypt, gems from 
India and spices from Asia were sold there.


